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Foreword 



The Museums Branch of the Histoty and Museums Division has extensive collections 
of military artifacts which excite the mtetest of historians, cutatots, collectots, and the 
wide general audience of Marines and others who ate fascinated by anything connected 
with the hetitage of the United States Marine Cotps. To make the fullest use of the 
tesoutces of these collections of aitctaft, weapons, vehicles, unifotms, insignia, etc , 
technical monogtaphs ate needed which dtaw togethet the infotmation available in a 
concise and meaningful mannet The Museums Btanch staff can occasionally put 
togethet such a publication, as The Making of a Continental Marine Uniform, but in 
genctal such wotk has to be done by concerned and knowledgeable volunteets such as 
Colonel John A Dtiscoll, USMCR, who authotcd out monogtaph. The Eagle, Globe, 
and Anchor Now, qualified college studenrs, working for academic credir as inrcrns 
wirh the Museums Btanch, also have the oppottunity to tesearch and prepare such useful 
works 

This monogtaph, by Second Lieutenant Michael D Visconage, USMC, is an excellent 
example of this exciring ttend which finally will exploit the valuable tesoutces of out col- 
lections. Lieutenant Visconage wotked on this study in the wintet-spting 1982 semestct 
at the Univetsity of Maryland whete he then was a seniot majoting in histoty He 
gtaduated in mid-May and, having completed the Platoon Leadets Class in 1981, was 
commissioned upon gtaduation and attended the Basic School in June Lieutenant 
Visconage submitted the monogtaph as pattial completion of coutse wotk in genetal 
studies In addition he enteted part of the marksmanship badge collection into out 
computer-based Marine Cotps Museum Catalog and Inventory Conttol System employ- 
ing the Histoticat Centct's Spetty Univac BC-7 minicomputet 

The Histoty and Museums Division welcomes any comments on the text of this 
monogtaph which could enhance its value in a futute edition, as well as any donations to 
its collections which will inctease their value as tesoutces in Marine Cotps history fot the 
use of all intetested petsons. 




EDWIN H SIMMONS 
Btigadict Genctal, U S Matine Cotps (Ret ) 
Ditectot of Marine Cotps Histoty and Museums 
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Preface 



Vast areas of Marine Corps material history, contained in the reserve collections of the 
Museums Branch, remain unexploited through the sheer magnitude of the task- The 
curatorial resources of the staff, largely committed to recording and canng for collec- 
tions, are insufficient for full exploitation This deficiency is beginning to be overcome 
with the use of volunteers and student interns. 

Lieutenant Visconage's monograph touches on a subject close to the Marine Corps 
mystique— proficiency at arms as evidenced by recognition of skills through award and 
mandatory wearing of marksmanship badges The Marine Corps entered serious 
marksmanship training and competition late in the game, in the opening years of the 
20th century However, the Corps quickly caught up with and in many respects passed 
others in this field, winning more than its share of competitions and requiring higher 
standards— more training time, longer ranges, and higher scores— for qualification The 
addition of $5 a month to the Marine's pay— 25 per cent of a private's pay— for 
qualification as an expert rifleman meant serious individual application on the range 
and in preliminary marksmanship training. The proud wearing of the badge marked a 
trained warrior whose skills could be counted on by his fellow Marines and his leaders 
Thus we see m company photographs taken during World War 1 nearly every Marine 
with a qualification badge on his chest In World War II as well as today the same obser- 
vation can be made. The deadhness of Marine small arms fire in four major wars and 
numerous smaller conflicts attests to the excellence of Marine Corps marksmanship 
training and the emphasis placed upon it Mike Visconage's study recounts the story of 
the changing patterns of Marine Corps marksmanship badges from 1912 to the present 
and identifies the various badges for milseologists and collectors 

The Museums Branch looks forward to working with other student interns or 
volunteers in researching and exploiting by publication other portions of its extensive 
collections 




F B N1HART 



Colonel, U S Marine Corps (Ret ) 
Deputy Director for Marine Corps Museums 
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1912 

Shottly after the turn of the century, the U S. 
Marine Corps began to encourage skill with the tifle 
by awarding differenr badges to Matines who 
qualified in one of thtee levels of marksmanship 
Since the inception of these original badges, many 
changes have occuted Awatds have been instituted 
fot marksmanship with othet weapons and the basic 
design of these ptoficiency badges has changed many 
times in the last 75 yeats 

The fitst menrion of rhe rhree basic marksmanship 
badges does nor appear clearly unril rhe 1912 Marine 
Corps Uniform Regulations 1 In rhe 1912 regula- 
rions, rhe first illusrranons of rhe new awards pro- 
vide rhe mosr informarion on rhe design and size of 
rhe badges Some marksmanship badges were ap- 
parency rerroacrively awarded for dares prior ro 
1912, bur rhere is lirrle evidence available ro clarify 
rhe exacr dare rhar Marine Corps marksmanship 
badges were firsr conceived, aurhorized, and award- 
ed 

Those who fired in rhe highesr caragory of score 
wirh rhe rifle received rhe Experr Rifleman badge 
The badge consisred of a bar (1 3/4" x 1/4") wirh 
decorared ends and rhe words, "Experr Rifleman," 
from which a wrearh on which two crossed M1903 
Springfield rifles were superimposed and hung by 
means of rwo small rings. The nexr raring for 
marksmanship consisred of a four-branched Malrese 
cross wirh a rhree-ringed rarger m rhe cenrer, hung 
below by a single small ring from a rounded end bar 
which read, "Sharpshoorer " Lowesr on rhe scale of 
marksmanship skill was a single somewhar larger bar 
(2" x 1/2") wirh rounded edges and rhe word, 
"Marksman" brackered by two small, ringed rargets 

Alrhough rhere is little evidence, it is believed 
that these badges wete officially sancnoned in 1912 
and rerroacrively awarded ro rhose who had qualified 
since 1905-1906 Requalificarions were also awarded 
and arrached ro rhe Experr Rifleman badge between 
the bar and rhe wrearh via a bar wirh fishrail rype 
ends. On rhe Sharpshoorer badge a rounded end bar 
was arrached berween rhe bar and the cross. These 
requaiificauon bars were engraved wirh rhe full dare 
of requalificanon, or more often wirh jusr rhe year, 
or years, of requalificanon (1 e , "1916" or 
"19 19-20-21") 

This Expert Rifleman badge M1912, with its im- 
pressive display of seven requalificanon bars, pro- 
vides a sampling of the several styles of construction 
and engraving used for the bars through 1$42 
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Once an award belonging to Major General Littleton W 2*. Waller, Jr , this Exp 
Rifleman badge with the engraved date 1907, illustrates the two-piece casting an 
construction of such early badges, as well as an unusual contrivance for attaching the 
qualification bars 



The reverse of a Sharpshooter badge awarded to Brigadier General George C Reid 
displays both a date in 1908 and the owners name, and is notable for including the 
mark of its Philadelphia maker 



Among the badges in the collection of the Matine 
Cotps Museum thete ate sevetal Expett Rifleman 
badges with tequahfication bars of intetest One 
such badge is dated Deccmbet 13, 1907 1 Anothet 
badge which seems to ptove the existence of the 
qualification badges befote 1912 is a Shatpshootet 
badge dated Aptil 4, 1908 3 Since the Marine Corps 
Untform Regulations and the Marine Corps Orders 
make no mention of the badges befote 1912, thete is 
vittually no way to tell whethet these two badges 
wete otiginally awatded in 1907 and 1908 ot whethet 
they wetc simply engtaved with the date of qualifica- 
tion rettoactively 

At the same time that the Matine Cotps began is- 
suing its badges, the U S Atmy awatded a similat 
set of qualification badges and bats Thete wete a 
gteat vatiety of badges and they were often of vatious 
metals, siivet, gold, ot btonze, depending on the 
status of the individual awarded the badge (usually a 
distinction was made between active and tesetve 
elements). 4 The Marine Cotps, howevet, continued 
with only the thtec basic designs, all "of silver 
metal," 5 until 1922. It is interesting to note that 
some Matine Cotps unifotms ftom Wotld Wat I 
teflect the wattime distegatd of tegulations and the 
use of whatevet wete available, including some At- 
my btonze Marksman badges 



Two examples of the M1912 Sharpshooter badge illustrate a first award, right, and the 
contemporary method of attaching the requalification bar above the badge itself left 





Marksman badges, top picture, underwent minute 
changes in design from the M1912, above, to the 
M1922, below, note the height of letters and 
number of rings Bottom picture shows that some 
badges were engraved and that all had pin clasps 
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1922 

The 1922 Uniform Regulations show several 
changes useful in dating badges of this petiod 
Marines wote two slightly vatied types of expett 
badges duting this time On one type, the ctossed 
M1903 Sptmgfield titles ate mote defined and the 
tifles are sepatately attached on top of the wteath to 
ptcsent a thtee dimensional look, while the second 
type was a badge of single consttuction which con- 
tains wteath and title cast in a single flat piece 

On the Shatpshootct badge, the most obvious 
change is the deletion of tings on the target What 
had fotmetly been thtee taised tings and a small dot 
changed to two btoad taised tings. Changes to the 
Matksman badge involved teducing the numbet of 
tings on the two small tatgets on the ends of the 
badge to two btoadet tings, instead of the ptevious 
badge with thtee tings and a small dot in the centet 



In 1922 the authotization of two pistol badges in- 
cteascd the scope of basic marksmanship qualifica- 
tion in the Matinc Cotps The Pistol Expett badge 
consisted of a smallet bat (1 1/3" x 1/4") teading, 
"Pistol Expett," ftom which hung, ftom two small 
tings, a wteath with two M1911 45 cahbet pistols 
ctossed ovet it. The Pistol Expett badge may have 
been infotmally apptoved befotc 1922, judging 
ftom some badges dated ptiot to that year Thete are 
also examples of Pistol Expett badges with te- 
qualification bats (with tounded tathet than fishtail 
style ends) dating as fat back as 1917 s which may 
have been tettoactively added. 

The second badge, and only othet taring fot pistol 
marksmanship, consisted of a bar (1 1/2" x 1/4") 
with the wotds, "Pistol Shot Fust Class" ptinted in 
two lines. This was similat to the Matksman badge 
and also had cut and indented cotnets The pistol 
badges wete also of silvet metal 



The Sharpshooter badge with two broad rings at left is the M1922, officially tn use until 
replaced by Army-style badges tn 1924 Many Marines continued to wear it, however, ' 
until it was replaced by the badge with four rings at right, adopted in 1937 and con- 
tinued until 1958. 
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While ail of these Pistol Expert badges are made to Ml 922 design features, the badge in 
the upper right is of two-piece construction Badges below include the authorized re- 
qualificatton bars, indicating varying amounts of time between re qualifications 



M1924 Marksmanship badges in use by the Marine Corps from 1924 to 1937 were made 
to a U.S Army design and often worn concurrently with earlier models From left, the 
badges are Marksman, Sharpshooter, and Expert. The Expert badge includes qualifica- 
tion bars for pistol and automatic rifle as well rifle. 



1924 

On 12 November 1924, the Marine Corps made 
the following change by adopting the three 
marksmanship badges which the Army originated in 
192 1 T and still uses today. "The Expert Rifleman, 
Sharpshooter, Marksman, and Expert Pistol-Shot 
badges have been superseded by new badges The 
new badges, in three basic designs — Expert, Sharp- 
shooter, and Marksman — are prescribed for both ri- 
fle and pistol, the arm with which qualification is 
made being denoted by the appropriate bar 
suspended from the basic design . " s 

These changes to the 1922 Uniform Regulations 
authorized the issue of the former badges until no 
longer available Those who had been originally 
awarded the 1912-1924 badges continued to be 



authorized to wear them for the next 11 years Due 
to this continued sanction of the old marksmanship 
awards, the next decade saw continued attempts to 
obtain the old marksmanship badges through 
private purchase, and the old type Rifle Expert 
award was especially popular due to the dated re- 
qualification bars which were often accumulated in 
long "laddered" strings The only old award which 
seems to have been definitely terminated was the 
Pistol Shot First Class badge; the 1924 changes to the 
1922 Uniform Regulations stated that it was "no 
longer issued." 9 

1929 

In 1929, the Marine Corps adopted a large 
number of specialty bars to denoting skill with the 
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following weapons, Riflc-A, Riflc-D, Rifle, Small 
Bote, Pistol-D, Auto Rifle, Machine Gun, Bayonet, 
and Inf Howitzet Each qualification indicated ex- 
pett, shatpshootet , ot matksman levels of skill, ex- 
cept the bayonet bat which was awarded as an expett 
tating only. The lettets following rifle and pistol 
qualification bats deaote the type of coutse on which 
the Matine earned his qualification tating (i e , 
"Pistol-D" is the pistol coutse dismounted, while 
"Rifle-A" was the full coutse to 600 yatds) Regula- 
tions in 1929 desctibe the badges as being of "white 
metal" and also continue to authotize the wear and 
issue of the fotmet badges "until no longet 
available." 10 

1935-1937 

Between 1935 and 1937 the Marine Cotps issued a 
seties of otdets which teadopted the old type badges 
and phased out the Army-type badges." A June 
1935 otdet first announced the change fot qualifica- 
tion awatds with the tifle only and rhe issue of rhe 
old rype badges ro all men whose original enfisrmenr 
was subsequenr ro 1 Augusr 1935 12 

Bars suspended from a reissued version of rhe 
Army-sryle Experr badge indicared qualificanon as 
an experr or sharpshoorer wirh weapons other rhan 
rhe rifle. The new special weapons qualificanon bars 
carried "EX" or "SS" ro derermme the level of 
qualificarion, followed by rhe name of rhe weapon 
with which qualified. Only one qualificanon bar was 
ro be worn for any one weapon A new lisr of weapon 
qualifications (and bars) appeared in rhe tegulanons 
ar rhis rime, for experr- auromanc rifle ("Auro 
Rifle"), Thompson submachine gun ("T S M G "), 
pisrol, and bayoner Sharpshoorer quahficanons for 
rhe same weapons, with rhe exceprion of rhe pisrol 
and bayoner , received approval 

In February 1937, the reissued Army-sryle Experr 
badge, being used as the device from which 
qualificarion.bars orher than for rhe rifle were hung, 
became the "Basic Badge " 13 Officers and men who 
originally had been issued rhe Army-sryle badges for 
marksmanship, wirh rheir various combinanons of 
qualificanon bars, could still wear them, provided 
rhcy wore only one bar for any one weapon Those 
who received the Pisrol Experr badge prior ro 1924 
could connnue wearing rhem 

Eighr monrhs larer, Headquarrers, Marine Corps- 
clarified rhis series of rarher confusing changes by 
adopnng a newly designed Marine Corps "Basic 



Badge " ,4 To help eliminare rhe confusion of in- 
dividuals wearing the old Army rype badges, rhe 
order disconnnued rhem and direcred rhe Quarrer- 
masrer ro exchange them for the new Basic Badge 
The Basic Badge soon became an easily recognizable 
award for rhose Marines who had shown skill as ex- 
perts or sharpshoorers wirh rhe pisrol and special 
weapons. The Basic Badge survived for over 30 years, 
unril declared obsolere in December 19<58 " 

The design of rhe Basic Badge was in keeping wirh 
rhe sryle similar ro rhe Experr Rifleman badge The 
badge consisred of a bar wirh arrowhead ends 
reading, "U S Marine Cotps" and a rwo ring hanger 
device from which hung a wrearh cenrered under a 
square, rhree ring larger with an eagle, globe, and 
anchor cenrered in rhe upper rhird of rhe rarger. 
Qualificanon bars connnued ro have rhe "EX" and 
"SS" preceding rhe weapon name, as ordered in 
1935 The only change ro rhe list of authotized 
qualification bars was rhe addinon of a pisrol sharp- 
shoorer raring ("SS-Pisrol") augmennng rhe 
previously aurhonzed pisrol experr raring ("EX- 
Pisrol") 

The changes ro rhe Marine Corps marksmanship 
badges in 1937 also applied ro reserve unus 
Members of rhe Marine Corps Reserve unirs wore a 
series of special rifle qualificanon bars Qualificanon 
as an experr or sharpshoorer wirh rhe 22 caliber rifle 
warranred a bar reading, "EX-" or "SS-Small Bore " 
Experr, sharpshoorer, and marksman qualificanon 
wirh rhe 30 caliber rifle course D also earned rhe 
reservisr a bar reading, "EX-," "SS-," or "MM-Rifle- 
D " 

Wirh rhe changes of 1937, rhe Marine Corps in- 
snrured a more consisranr and disnncr series of 
badges recognizing proficiency in marksmanship 
The Rifle Experr, Sharpshoorer, and Marksman 
badges recognized skill wirh rhe rifle while the Basic 
badge wirh appropnare bars recognized skills wirh 
the pisrol and orher weapons Requalificanon bars 
(still of the fishrail design wirh rhe years of re- 
qualificanon engraved on rhem) came only for rhe 
grade of expert, and no longer for ^qualification as 
a sharpshoorer. Still aurhonzed, bur nor issued dur- 
ing rhis era, was the Pisrol Experr badge which ap- 
peared originally in 1922. 

1937-Present 

The series of marksmanship badges adopred in 
1937 remained essennally unchanged unril July 
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The Marine Corps basic marksmanship badge, M1937, was authorized until 1968 These 
two examples illustrate the vast differences in quality and appearance which can be 
found among badges produced by different manufacturers over the period 
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As seen in these two reversed badges. Marksmanship awards have been attached to 
Marines' uniforms at least two different ways- at left, the M1922 Pistol Expert badge, 
and at right, the M1958 version of the same badge. Both are silver and the older badge 
of two-piece construction 



1958 Several additions and deletions to the special 
weapons bats of the Basic Badge came in 1949 and 
1954. The 1949 Untform Regulations also pictute a 
Shatpshootet badge with fout tings, and a 
Matksman badge botdeted with three ting targets 

Variations m the construction of the badges 
became ptevalent duting this time, especially duting 
Wotld Wat II. Some Basic Badge designs consisted 
of a thtee dimensional structute. with a taised 
Matmc Cotps emblem and sepatately soldeted 
wteath and target square, while othets wete of a 
single, flat die cast style Pm backings also vatied. 
some wete simple safety-type pins and with othets 
having actual locking clasps. Duting the 1950s the 
pin back began to be teplaced by the two "ftog clips" 
ptevalent today 

Ptivate putchasc of the Pistol Expett badge, and 
othet non-issue badges, also continued This is 
especially noticeable in examining unit photogtaphs 
of Wotld War JI In these photos, young officcts ap- 
pear wearing Pistol Expert badges while othets wear 
what appear to be Pistol Sharpshootet badges 16 (a 
smallet vctsion of the tifle Sharpshootet badge) 
which wete apparently ptivatcly putchased ftom out- 
side soutces. 

Weapons bats for the Basic badge authotized m 
the 1949 Untform Regulations dtopped the lnf 
Howitzet bar (ftom 1929) in favot of a bat which 
tcad simply. "Howitzct " The tegulations futthet 
tecognize Attillety qualifications by the addition of 



expett and shatpshootet tatmgs fot "D-" and 
"L-Atty " 

The 1954 changes to the tegulations. eliminated 
sevetal bats, including those fot attillety. the 
machine gun, Thompson submachine gun. and 
bayonet. Bats authotized fot the Matine Cotps 
Reserve fot "Rifle- D" and "Small Bote" changed to 
"EX." "SS." and "MM" rating fot the "Rifle-B" 
coutse. and "EX" and "SS" tating fot the 
"Auto -Rifle- B" coutse In the tegulat Matine Cotps. 
an expett and shatpshootet bat fot the "Cat bine" 
and "S M G " (submachine gun) served to teplace 
some of the weapons tatmgs that wete eliminated 

In July 1958. changes to the 1949 tegulations 
btought the Marine Cotps into the cuttent seties of 
marksmanship badges The Basic Badge continued 
on. despite the deletion of expett and shatpshootet 
tating fot "Pistol" and "Catbme" and the matksman 
tating fot the "Rifle-B" coutse The Cotps adopted a 
seties of thtee awatds fot both pistol and tifle. in ad- 
dition to new tounded end tequalification bats fot 
both tifle and pistol badges of all qualification 
gtades. 

Wotding changed ftom "Expett Rifleman" to "Ri- 
fle Expett," and simple tounded edges wete added 
to the expett tifle badge Ctosscd M-l tifles with sl- 
ings teplaced the M1903 Sptingficld tifles The 
Shatpshootet badge was slightly modified also The 
new bar now teads, "Rifle Sharpshootet," and the 
target was eliminated in favot of a taised Marine 
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Officially adopted in 1958, these are the badges currently authorized by the U S Marine 
Corps for Rifle Expert and Pistol Expert qualifications 



Corps emblem centered on the cross A dual ring 
hanger replaced the single ring hanger A square 
with a three ring target, hanging by two rings from a 
rounded end bar reading, "Rifle Marksman," replac- 
ed the old Marksman badge. The original design 
Pistol Expert badge of 1922-1924 reappeared in 
1958, in addition to Pistol Sharpshooter and Pistol 
Marksman badges which are simply smaller versions 
of their rifle award counterparts and read "Pistol" in- 
stead of "Rifle " 



The United States Marine Corps historically has 
continued to recognize and encourage proficiency 
with small arms and infantry weapons During the 
course of this century, this encouragement has taken 
the form of many badges and bars which provided 
Marines with tangible recognition for their skill The 
evolution of these badges reflect the pride in, and 
encouragement of, excellence in marksmanship for 
which the Marine Corps is famous 
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